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VP OF OPERATIONAL EXCELLENCE

RENEWABLE ENERGY SYSTEMS

Jenny Bredt is  VP of  Operat ional  Excel lence at  Renewable Energy Systems (RES)

where she employs lean pr inc ip les and methodology,  pai red with strategic

leadership,  to del iver  improvements across RES’ construct ion business in North

Amer ica.

Ms. Bredt has 18 years of  exper ience in renewable energy.  Her career started with

the Div is ion of  Energy and Minera l  Development (DEMD),  under the Department of

Inter ior ,  Indian Af fa i rs.  She used GIS to map tr iba l  energy and minera l  resources

and supported t r ibes in the explorat ion of  the i r  renewable resource potent ia l .  

She jo ined RES in 2008 as a Wind Development Manager and has been di rect ly

responsib le for  the development and overs ight of  10+ GWs of  assets and

contr ibuted to the sa le of  over 1 GW of wind, solar  and storage assets.  She a lso led

RES’ t ransformat ion act iv i t ies for  2+ years fac i l i tat ing a streaml ined business and

reduced LCOE in the post-subsidy market.

Jenny has a Master of  Science in Global  Energy Management f rom the Univers i ty  of

Colorado, Denver.  She is  a lso a lecturer  and member of  the Advisory Counci l  for  the

Global  Energy Management program at the Univers i ty  of  Colorado, Denver.
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Sarah Derdowski
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,  ENERGY

JP MORGAN CENTER FOR COMMODIT IES &

ENERGY MANAGEMENT

Sarah is  current ly  the Execut ive Director of  CU Denver’s Energy Center where she is

act ing as an inf luent ia l  leader across d i f ferent f ie lds,  bui ld ing partnerships,

engaging in strategic p lanning,  and successfu l ly  overseeing a p lat form for  energy

dia logue. She has extensive exper ience managing business processes and dr iv ing

organizat ional  growth both domest ica l ly  and internat ional ly .  She performs a wide

range of  h igh- leve l  funct ions to fur ther organizat ional  growth.  

Sarah has spent the major i ty  of  her career as a connector and convener of  people,

bui ld ing re lat ionships and educat ion across a l l  aspects of  energy to ensure a “ just

t rans i t ion” for  communit ies and bui ld ing the energy workforce of  the future.  She s i ts

on many non-prof i t  boards that  support  d ivers i ty  in Energy inc luding Women’s

Energy Network.

Sarah is  sk i l led at  creat ing d ia logue, programming, d iscussions,  and partnerships

that ensure we reduce our emiss ions whi le bui ld ing out and innovat ing our human

energy capi ta l .  She is  passionate about d ivers i ty ,  equi ty and inc lus ion in energy,

both in fue ls and people.
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UCHE EJIASA
DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION LEADER 

DCP MIDSTREAM

Uche Ej iasa is  an exper ienced profess ional  hav ing held var ious leadership ro les in

the d isc ip l ines of  Supply Chain and Divers i ty ,  Equi ty and Inc lus ion.  Dr iven by a

desi re to be the best leader he can be, Uche takes pr ide in t ru ly  gett ing to know

people,  a lways seeking to be a source of  inspi rat ion to those he meets.  In h is most

recent ro le as DEI Leader,  h is goals inc luded bui ld ing out a DEI program from

scratch and scal ing i t  across h is company with in the Oi l  and Gas Midstream space.

In addi t ion to h is pr imary job funct ions,  Uche served on COGA’s DEI committee and

volunteers wi th var ious organizat ions around the Denver Metro area.  

 

As  a  ch i ld  o f  N ige r i an  immig ran t  pa ren ts ,  Uche  has  a lways  exper ienced  the  wor ld

th rough  a  mu l t i -cu l tu red  l ens ,  nav iga t ing  h i s  wor ld  as  a  f i r s t  genera t ion  Amer ican

c i t i zen  wh i l e  ho ld ing  f i rm ly  to  h i s  N ige r i an  he r i t age  –  he  admi ts  the  ba lance

between  these  two rea l i t i es  can  o f ten  be  e lus i ve .  Nonethe less ,  he  unders tands

f i r s thand  the  ram i f i ca t ions  o f  an  i nequ i tab le  p lay ing  f i e ld  tha t  have  spanned both

h is  p ro fess iona l  and  pe rsona l  exper i ence ,  and  as  such ,  h i s  pass ion  fo r  tang ib le

change  i s  a lways  f ron t  and  cen te r .
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KYLE FRAZER
DIRECTOR OF NUCLEAR 

STRATEGY AND CI

XCEL ENERGY

Kyle started h is career in the Uni ted States Navy operat ing the nuclear reactor on

the submar ine USS La Jol la (SSN 701) f rom 2002 to 2006. After  separat ing f rom the

Navy Kyle returned home to Colorado to cont inue h is educat ion,  and started a smal l

handyman business to pay h is way through school .  On top of  e lectr ica l  and nuclear

engineer ing f rom the Navy,  Ky le studied Science and Technology Studies at

Metropol i tan State Univers i ty  of  Denver,  before enter ing the GEM program at UC

Denver in 2010. Ky le used h is smal l  business exper ience to help other smal l

business owners wi th business consul t ing whi le complet ing the GEM program 

in 2012. 

Ky le started an operat ional  Management consul t ing f i rm in 2013. He cont inued with

the management consul t ing ro le,  work ing of fshore in the North Sea, at  chemical

p lants in the UK, Austr ia,  and France, and support ing analyses in the Middle East

and Asia,  as wel l  as Scandinav ia.  

In 2019, Ky le jo ined Xcel  Energy where he supported nuclear,  gas,  and specia l

pro jects.  He took the ro le of  Di rector of  Nuclear Strategy in 2022. Ky le current ly

leads the advanced reactor team and works on Xcel  Energy’s advanced nuclear

goals and strategy for  the corporate goal  of  achiev ing 100% carbon f ree by 2050.
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SEN.  CHRIS HANSEN 
SENATE DISTRICT 31  

COLORADO STATE SENATE

Senator Chr is Hansen represents Senate Distr ict  31 in the Colorado State Senate,

and prev iously represented HD6 in the House. He specia l izes in energy sector

economics and data analyt ics,  wi th 20+ years of  exper ience in the g lobal  energy

industry.  

Before beginning publ ic serv ice,  Hansen was a Senior  Di rector at  IHS Inc. ,  a g lobal

research and consul t ing f i rm, and has near ly  two decades of  business exper ience in

the c lean technology sector.  Hansen has a lso taught energy economics and pol icy

courses at  the Univers i ty  of  Colorado, and has become a leading leg is lat ive voice on

the energy and envi ronmenta l  issues fac ing the state.  

In addi t ion to h is current ro le in the State Senate,  he is  a lso a Co-Founder of  the

Colorado Energy & Water Inst i tute and the Colorado Science and Engineer ing Pol icy

Fel lowship.  He teaches GEMM 6690 a Specia l  Topics course that  is  internat ional .
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NATASHA HERRING
SENIOR CLIENT SUCCESS MANAGER

ENERGYHUB

With over a decade of  exper ience in energy consul t ing,  Natasha’s career t ra i lb lazes

the cr i t ica l  intersect ion of  Energy,  Susta inabi l i ty ,  Equi ty,  and Systems. She’s an

impactfu l  leader who successfu l ly  conceptual izes and executes pro ject  v is ion and

achieves complex mi lestones whi le adapt ing to changes and shi f t ing pr ior i t ies.

Natasha bel ieves a business enterpr ise's core is  i ts  people and the cul ture in which

i t  operates.  She is  a strategic th inker known for  col laborat ing with mult ip le

stakeholders and cul t ivat ing susta inable re lat ionships that  dr ive prof i tabi l i ty .  She is

cata lyst  for  change and growth with in an organizat ion,  constant ly  seeking new ways

to improve or modi fy ex ist ing processes and prov id ing the analyt ica l  f ramework and

business judgment necessary to evaluate var ious company in i t iat ives.  

Natasha is  current ly  a Cl ient  Success Manager wi th EnergyHub. She has a Bachelor

of  Arts in Engineer ing f rom Dartmouth Col lege,  a long with a Master of  Science in

Global  Energy Management f rom the Univers i ty  of  Colorado Denver.
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PRINCIPAL CONSULTANT & MANAGING

PARTNER

FORMINSIGHT LTD

Brent Mattson has over 25 years of  exper ience in ta lent  management and learn ing

and development in some of  the wor ld’s most respected organizat ions.  He is  an

expert  consul tant ,  coach, instruct ional  des igner and fac i l i tator  who leverages

pract ica l  and analyt ica l  approaches to enable leaders to solve complex business

chal lenges.  His areas of  expert ise inc lude career development,  psychologica l

assessment,  change management,  acquis i t ion integrat ion,  fac i l i tat ive leadership,

conf l ict  resolut ion,  team dynamics,  and coaching.

 

Brent has led ta lent  management and learn ing and development organizat ions for

some of  the wor ld’s most respected companies.  Organizat ions he has led have been

awarded more than 80 U.S. and g lobal  patents for  the i r  work on employee heal th

and energy management,  safety and product iv i ty  innovat ions.  

He most recent ly  served as Vice Pres ident and Chief  Ta lent Of f icer  for  nVent

Electr ic.  Other notable ro les inc lude: V ice Pres ident and Chief  Ta lent Of f icer  for

Aramco, V ice Pres ident and Chief  Ta lent Of f icer  for  Schneider E lectr ic,  and Vice

Pres ident of  Organizat ion Ef fect iveness for  GE. Brent holds a Bachelor ’s degree in

Psychology f rom St.  John’s Univers i ty  and a Master’s and Doctora l  degrees f rom

the Univers i ty  of  Minnesota in the Uni ted States.
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FARHANA MORALES
SR MANAGER CORPORATE

RESPONSIBIL ITY,  ESG

TARGET

Farhana Morales has worked in the o i l  and gas industry for  over 14 years in many

US basins and overseas in North Afr ica.  She is  or ig ina l ly  f rom the Uni ted Kingdom

and has l ived in Colorado s ince 2001.

She considers herse l f  an anomaly as a woman of  color  who did not grow up around

the o i l  and gas industry but is  st i l l  a  passionate advocate for  i t .  

She gained her Bachelor ’s in Informat ion Technology f rom the Univers i ty  of  Denver

and Master’s degree in F inance f rom Colorado State Univers i ty  and recent ly

completed an ESG microcredent ia l ing program at the Univers i ty  of  Houston. She

current ly  works for  ENGAGE help ing them implement the i r  F intech software and

advises on internal  and external  matters re lat ing to ESG and susta inabi l i ty .  
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MICHAEL J .  ORLANDO
MANAGING DIRECTOR

ECON ONE RESEARCH

Dr. Michael  J.  Or lando is Managing Director for  Econ One Research in Denver,

Colorado. His pract ice advises organizat ions fac ing complex commercia l ,  f inancia l ,

and pol i t ica l  r isks,  and those seeking expert  analys is and test imony in judic ia l  and

regulatory sett ings.

In addi t ion to h is consul t ing pract ice act iv i t ies,  Michael  is  a Lecturer  in the Global

Energy Management Program at the Univers i ty  of  Colorado Denver,  where he

teaches courses on va luat ion and capi ta l  st ructure,  pol i t ica l  r isk analys is and

strategy,  and energy business issues.

His pr ior  posi t ions inc lude Vice Pres ident of  Research for  a business analyt ics

startup, V ice Pres ident and Economist  of  the Federa l  Reserve Bank of  Kansas Ci ty’s

Denver Branch, and Engineer at  Shel l  Oi l  Company.

Michael  earned PhD and MA degrees in Economics f rom Washington Univers i ty  in St

Louis,  an MBA from Tulane Univers i ty ,  and a B.S. in Petro leum and Natura l  Gas

Engineer ing f rom The Pennsylvania State Univers i ty .
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FOUNDER & CEO

WATTMORE

Jonathan (J.W.)  Posta l  founded Nikola Power (now Wattmore)  in 2017 and led the

format ion of  the company through i ts recent successfu l  Ser ies A round whi le

posi t ion ing i t  for  future growth and success.  He was a lso the co-founder of  Main

Street  Power,  a p ioneer in the d ist r ibuted generat ion power purchase agreement

space and an innovator in c lean energy f inance. Whi le at  Main Street  Power,  J.W.

spearheaded the f i rst  combined New Market and Investment Tax Credi t  port fo l io in

the country.  

J.W. has a lso served as an execut ive,  Chief  Development Of f icer ,  and Chief

Operat ing Off icer  wi th Mi lender White Construct ion,  SunShare,  and Clean Energy

Col lect ive respect ive ly.

J.W. is  a leader in c lean energy in Colorado and across the county.  He has worked

on tra i lb laz ing leg is lat ion for  d ist r ibuted solar ,  community solar ,  and renewable

energy f inance and has t rave led the country developing solar  pro jects in AZ, CA,

CO, MA, MN, NJ, NM, SC, and TX. He has been a f requent speaker at  industry

events around the nat ion for  topics such as c lean energy

f inance, community solar ,  and now solar  + storage and entrepreneurship.
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DEB RYAN,  P .E . ,  MBA 
HEAD OF STRATEGIC COMMODITIES

S&P GLOBAL COMMODITY INS IGHTS 

Deb Ryan is  the Head of  Strategic Commodit ies for  S&P Global  Commodity Ins ights,

a d iv is ion of  S&P Global  and the leading prov ider of  in format ion and benchmarks for

the energy and commodit ies markets.

Based in Denver,  Deb leads the Low Carbon Commodit ies team, which focuses on

analyt ics that  underpin carbon and methane emiss ions,  as wel l  as the market

mechanisms for  carbon and low carbon commodit ies.  

Deb br ings a lmost 20 years of  upstream oi l  industry exper ience, hav ing worked for

as a Petro leum Engineer for  both o i l  and gas operators,  and in consul t ing.

Deb is a Profess ional  Engineer in Colorado and Texas with a Bachelor  degree in

Chemical  Engineer ing and Masters degree in Petro leum Engineer ing,  both f rom

Curt in Univers i ty  in Austra l ia ,  and an MBA from Penn State,  US. Deb serves on the

Internat ional  Board of  the Society of  Petro leum Engineers (SPE) and prev iously

served as the Treasurer for  the Women’s Energy Network Foundat ion.  
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KATHLEEN STAKS
DIRECTOR

WESTERN FREEDOM

Kathleen Staks has extensive exper ience in pol icy and strategic engagement on a

broad spectrum of  b ipart isan energy issues in the publ ic and pr ivate sectors.  She

has worked in house and as a consul tant  on government and publ ic af fa i rs for  a

var iety of  energy and natura l  resources companies.  

Kath leen served as the Execut ive Director of  the Colorado Energy Off ice under

Governor Hickenlooper where she worked to broaden the inf luence and impact of

the of f ice by developing and secur ing b ipart isan support  for  long-term funding whi le

expanding wide-reaching re lat ionships across the energy spectrum. Pr ior  to that ,

Kath leen was the ass istant d i rector for  energy and minera ls at  the Colorado

Department of  Natura l  Resources,  where she developed and implemented o i l  and

gas and min ing pol icy across Colorado in coordinat ion with the Colorado Oi l  and

Gas Conservat ion Commiss ion,  the Div is ion of  Reclamat ion Min ing and Safety,  and

the Governor’s Of f ice.

Kath leen a lso serves as the Inter im Chair  of  the Colorado Electr ic Transmiss ion

Author i ty ,  an independent specia l  purpose author i ty  that  wi l l  pr ior i t ize and enable

the development of  t ransmiss ion l ines that  wi l l  de l iver  c lean energy to Coloradans

and the region.  She is  a lso the Chair  of  the Colorado Solar  and Storage Associat ion

board and the Jef ferson County Open Space Advisory Committee.


